“rHE DOCTRINE
. OF ' o
JUSTIFICATION -
OPENED AND APPLIED.

For all have sirned, and come short of the gloryof God. Being
justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Je-
sus Christ ; whom Gadhath set forth to be a propitiation, through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousnéss in the remission
of'sins that are past, through the forbearance of God ; todeclare, I -
say, at this time his righteousness ; that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believethin Jesus. Rom. iii. 23—26.

THE: apostle having confuted and overthrown all
justification, either of Jew or Gentile, by works, in
the foregoing discourse, is now proving what he as-
serted, verses 21, 22, viz. “that the righteousness.
‘of God, withqut the law, is manifested, being wit-
nessed by the law and the prophets; even the right-
eousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all, and upon all them that believe ;. for there is
no difference ;”” shewing that now in the gospel-times,
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile ; but
that, in the justification of both, the righteousness of
God, without the law is manifested. 'This he proveth,
by shewing what the gospel teacheth concerning the
way of justification ; for the gospel only reveals the
righteousness of God, Rom. i. 16,17, “I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith tg faith.”

So the words are a declaration of the gospel-way of
Jjustification by the righteousness of God ; and that so
clearly and fully, and the benefit spoken of so great
-and glorious, being the first benefit that we reccive by
union with Christ, and the foundation of all other

nefits ; that my text is accounted to be evangelium
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evangelii, a principal part of the written gospel, as
briefly, and yet fully expressing this excellent point,
" more than any other text. S .
. Note, in the words particularly, the subject declared
and explained, viz. justification of persons, or their
being J'ustiﬁed: and the meaning of it here, is, tobe
cleared and freed from all ambiguities and mjsunder-
standing. Justification signifieth making just, as sanc-
tification is making holy, glorification making glarious : .
but not making just by infusion of grace and holiness
into a person, as the papists teach, confounding jus-
tification and sanctification together ; but making just,
in trial and judgment, by a judicial sentence discharg-
_ ing guilt, freeing from blame and accusation ; approv-
.ing, judging, owning, and pronouncing a person to be
righteous. Use alters the signification. 1t is a jurid-
ical word, or law term, and hath reference to trial and
judgment. 1 Cor.iv. 3,4. * With me it is a very small
thing, that I should be judged of you, or of any man’s
judgment ; yea, I judge myself; for I know rothing
by myself, yet am I not hereby justified; but he that -
judgeth me. is the Lord.” And it is'so opposed to
condemnation in judgment, Deut. xxv. 1. “If there
be a controversy between men, and they come into
judgment, that the judges may judge them, then they
shall justify the righteous and condemn the wicked.”
And Mat. xii. 37. © By thy words thou shalt'be justi-
fied, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”—
And it is opposed both to accusation and condemnatidn.
. Rom. viii. 33, 34. “ Who shall lay any thing to'the
charge of God’s elect? Who is he that condemrieth
And so Job ix. 20. “¥ I justify myself, my own
mouth shall condemn me ;” ch. xiii. 15, * I will main-
. ‘tain mine own ways before him ;> ver. 18. I have
ordered my cause, I know that I 'shall be justified ;”
ver. 19. ¢ Who is he that will plead with e ?” Here
justification is painly opposed unto the accusation, or
fault. And it is as plainly opposed to the passing sen-
tence of condemnation; 1 Kings viii. 32. “Go and

.
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judge thy servants, condemning the wicked to bring

‘ {ﬁs way upon his head ; and justifying the righteous,

to give him according to his righteousness.” In this.

sense it is a sin to justify the wicked, Isa. v. 23. Prov.

xvii. 15. Job xxvii. 5. Actions must be existing al-

ready, and brought to trial, that they may be justifi-
ed, Job xxxiii. 32. Isa. xliii. 9, 26. ‘

Justice or righteousness consists not in the intrinsic
nature of an action, but in its agreeableness to a rule
of judgment ; so that actions are called just and right-
eous, by an extrinsical denomination, with relation
to God’s rule of judging. And this righteousness ap-
Eears by trying the action according to the rule, and

y making an estimate of it; which estimate is either
approving or disapproving, justifying or condemning,
finding it to be a sin or no sin, or breach of the law.
So we may say of the righteousness of persoms, with
reference to such habits or actings. And because the
righteousness of righteous persons appears when they
are brought to trial and juc{)gvment, herefore they are
said then to be in a special manner justified, as if they
were then nfade righteous, viz. when the righteous-

‘ness is declared ; as Christ was said to be begotten the
Son of God at the resurrection, Acts xiii. 33; be-
cause he was then detlared to be the Son of God,
Rom. i. 4, And in the same sense, we that are adopt-
ed at present, are said to wait for our adoption, i. e.
the manifestafion of it, Rom. viii. 23. _And thus even
God is said to be justified,.when we judge of his act-
ings as we ought to do, and deem them to be right-
eous, Job xxxii. 2. Psa. li. 4. Lulte vii. 29; though
" nothing can be added to the infinite righteousness of
God. And wisdom is said to be justified of her chil-
dren, Mat. xi. 19, So justification is not a rea/ change
of a sinper in himself (thougk-areal change is annex-
ed to’it) but-only g relative change ‘with reference to
God’s judgment.” And thus the word is used in the
_text; and so also in matters of judicature throughout
the scripture ; yca, some counted against the papists, .
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that it is no where in scripturé used otherwise, except -

by a tro&e borrowed from this as the proper sense.—
And in the text, it is beyond all doubt meant of bein

deémed and accounted just in the sight of God; for sucﬁ
a justification is here only treated of, as appears in the
. text, and before, ver. 19, 20. - And T'have been the
Jonger explaining the sense of the word, because the
mistaking it, by reason of its composition occasioned

that popish error, whereby the benefit signified by itis

obscured, yea, overthrown; so that we had need to
contend for the sense of the word. S -
In the text we have the eight following things,
1. Thiﬁersons justified ; (1) sinners. S‘z) Such sin-
ners of all sorts that shall believe, whether Jews or
Gentiles. o " T
2. 'The justifier, or efficient cause, Gop.
8. The impulsive cause, grace.
4. The means effecting, or material cause, the re
demption of CHrIsT. o
" 5. 'The formal cause, the remission of sins. .
6. The instrumental cause, faith. -
¥.''The time of declaring, the present time.
" 8. The end, that GoD inay appear just. !
¥'rom hence, therefore, will arise several useful ob-
servations, all tending to explain the nature of justifi-
cation ; which shall be laid down and dleared out of
the text, and confirmed particularly ; and then ¥ shalt
inake use of them altogether. T '
Ozserv. L. ¢ They who are justified, are sizwners,
such who are come short'of the glory of God,” i. e.
“of God’s approbation, John v.44; of God's image of
holiness, 2 Cor. iii.'18. Eph. iv. 24; of eternal happi-
ness, 1Thes. il. 12. Rom. v. 2. 2 Corviv.17.” © "
" 1. The law condemns al} sinners, and strikes them
as with a thunderbolt, Rom. iii. 20; and adjudgeth
them to shame, confusion, and misery, instead of glory.
and happiness, by the strict terms of "it, Rom. il
6-—12 ;' which' none fulfils, neither can do, Rom. yiji.
7. neither Jews nor Gentiles. There is no hope, i€

free grace restore them not, -
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-'2. Christ came only to save sinners, and died for
this end, Rom. v. 6. * When we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for-the ungedly.”—
And, 1 Tim. i. 15. % 'This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”—
Mat. ix. 13. “T am not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.”. Mat. xviii. 11. “ The.
Son of man is come ‘to save that which was lost.”—
And God must be believed on-to salvation, as.a God-
that justifieth the ungodly ; hie must belicie,. as one
«that worketh not, on him. that justifieth the ungedly,
-Rom. iv. 5. : ’ .

- Osserv. IL ¢ Sinners of all sorts, without difference,
whether Jews or Gentiles, that believe, are-the subjects
of this justification.” This is the scope of the apostle,
to,shew, that whereas Jews and Gentiles, were univer-
sally condemned by the light and law of nature, or the
law written’; so the ¢ righteousness of God is uponall
them that believe,” ver. 21,22, without difference.  'This
was a great point to be defended against the Jews in
the apostles’ time, who appropriated justification to
themselves, in a legal way, and to such as were prose-
lytes to the law and circumcision ;. and therefore the

~apostle Paul vehemently urged it, Rom. x. 11,12, And
it was a point newly revealed to the apostles, that the

Gentiles might be aceepted without turning Jews, and-

. much prized as a very glorious revelation, Acts x. 28,

45. Eph. iii. 4,5,8. Col.1.25—27. Anditis confirmed,
. 1. Because netwithstanding the Fews’ privilege of
the law, by reason of breaking the law, they had as .
much need of free justification as the Gentiles, and no
worthiness above the Gentiles by their works, but were
rather great sinners, Rom. ii. 23,24. And, when there
is equal.néed and worth,. God might righteously justify
one as well as another, Rom. iii. 9. - :

2. God is the God of the Gentiles as well as of the
Jews, Rom. iii. 29 ; as he promised, Rom. iv. 9, 12, 13. .
Gal. iii. 8. Isa. xix. 25. Zech. xiv. 9. .

. : 2]

~
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3. Abraham was justified before he was circamci-.
sed, that he might be the father of those that believe, -
though uncircumcised, that they might inherit the
same blessing, Rom. iv. 10—12." - . .

4. 'This will appear further, by shewing that Jjustifi--
cation is only by faith, and without dependence wpen
the law, merely by the righteousness of another ; and
80 Jews and Qentiles are alike capable of it.

Ozsserv. HI. “ That the 1i\,lstiﬁt:r, or efficient cause
of justification, is God.” It is an act of God, Rom:
viil. 23. “ It is God that justifieth.”” He only can jus-
tify authoritatively and irreversibly. ST

1. Because he is the law-giver, and hath-power to.
Save and destroy, James iv. 12. This case concerns.
God’s law, and can only be tried at his tribunal. -He.
is the judge of the world, Gen. xviii. 25. Itis asmall.
worthless’thing to be justified by man, or by ourselves
merely, 1 Cor.iv. 3,4, - e e,
. 2. 'To him the debt of suffering for sin, and acting.
righteousness, is owed : and therefore he only can give:
a discharge for payment, or a release of the debtor;
Psa. li. 4. Mark 1. 7. | S

- Osserv, IV. “God justifieth souls freely. by his.
grace, dwgear 1 wvrev yupti, freely by his grace.”- Onme.
of these expressions had been enough ; but this-redoub-
ling it, sheweth the importance of the truth, to quicken.

" ‘our attention the more. Here is the impulsive cause
of justjfication, and his frec manner of bestowing it ac-
cordingly. And this significs God’s free undeserved fa-.
vour, in opposition to any works of our righteousness, -
whereby it might be challenged as a debt to us, Bom. ive
3. “Now, to him that worketh is the reward not reckon~
ed of grace, but of debt !” xi. 6. **If by grace, then is it
"no.more of works ;. otherwise graceis no more grace ;
but if it be of works, then is it no mére grace, other=
wise work is no more work.” Eph. ii. 8, 9. “ By grace.
are ye. saved, through faith ; and that not of yqurselves :
. it is the gift of God : not of works, lestany man should,
boast.” 2 Tim. i. 9. “Who hathsaved us, dod called-ug



OPENED AND APPLIED. 295

with an holy calling, not according to our works, but ac-
cording to his.own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus, before the world began.” Ver. 10,
“But is now made manifest by the appearing of our’
Saviour, Jesus Christ,” &c. Grace is mercy and love’
shewed freely, out of God’s proper motion; shewing
mercy, because he will shew mercy ; and loving us, be-
cause he will love us,Rom.ix.15. And this is confirmed,

1. Because there was not, nor is any thing in us, but
what might move God to condemn us; for we have all
sinned, Kph. ii. 3. Fz. xvi. 6. , , i

2. Because God would take away bogsting, and have
his grace glorified and exalted in our salvation.  He-
will have all the praise and glory, though we have the.
blessedness ; Eph. ii. 7,9. “'That in the ages to come
he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace, in his
kindness towards us through Christ Jesus.””- And so
Rom. iii. 27. .

Osserv. Y. “ Gad justifieth sinners through the re-
demption that is in Jesus Christ, whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.”.

-'This is the effecting means, or material cause of our jus-
tification, viz. redemption and propitiation through the -
blood of Christ; which is the rightcousness olg God
treasyred, up in him. .

By redemption is meant, properly such a deliverance
as.is by paying a price; and so the words redeem and
redemption, are frequently tsed, Exo. xiii. 13, Num. iii.
4849, 51. Lev. xxv. 24, 51, 52. Jer. xxxii. 7, 8, Neh,
v. 8. From this proper signification, it is borrowed to.

- signify a deliverance without price, Luke xxi. 28. Eph.
i. 14, iv. 30. or rather, by a metonymy of the cause, put.
for the highest effect, the state of glory ; so that the state .
of glory is cailed reaemption, as being the completing
and crowning cffect of Christ’s redemption; therefore it
is called the purchased possession, Eph. i. 14.

By a prapitiation, is meant, that which appeaseth the
wrath of God for sin, and wins his favour. And this
propitiation of Christ is two ways typified ; first in
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propitiatory sacrifices, whose blood was shed. And,
secondly, by the mercy seat ; which was called the pro-
pitiation, because it covered the ark, wherein was the
law ; and the blood of the sacrifices for atonement was ,
sprinkled by the High Priestbefore it. And this mercy-
seat was a sign of God’s favourableness to a sinful peo-
ﬁc, in residing among them, and was called iaxrrnpion
eb. ix. 5. : :
Now this doctrine appears confirmed forthese reasons.
1. Because Christ, by the will of God, gave himself
a ransom fer us, to redeem us from sin and punishment,
wrath and curse, Tit. ii. 14. ¢ He gave himself for us, .
to redeem us from all iniquity!” Ie gave himself to
"death for vz ; was delivered for our offences : his death
was the price of our redemption, that we might be jus-
tified in God’s sight. God gave him up to death ; he,
spared him not, that he might be made righteousness,
1 Cor. i. 30. Mat. xx. 28. ‘ He gave his own life'a ran-
som for many ; and so, (1 Tim. i, 6.) he bought us with
this price,” 1 Cor. vi. 20. “He redeemed us not with
silver and gold, but with his precious blood, as of a
lamb without spot,” 1 Pet. i. 18,19. 2 Pet. ii. 1. Rev. v."
9. e suﬂ'erecF the penalty due to us for sin, 1 Pet..ii.’
14. *“ He bare our sins in his own body on the tree !”
Gal. iii. 13. “He was made a curse for us,” and there-
. by redeemed us from the curse of the law; and thathe
might be made «a curse, he was made sin for us, 2 Cor.
~ v.21. Isa. iii. 5, 6. He subjected himself to the law,
in active as well as passive obedience, Gal. iv. 4. and.
obeyed his Father even to death, doing and suffering
at his commandment, John xiv. 31: Heb, x. 7. and his
obedience was for our justification. Compare Rom. v.
19. with Phil. iii. 8, 9. 8o Christ satisfied both our
* debt of righteousness, and debt of punishment ;" for our
- faultiness, taint of sin, and want of righteousness as well
as for our guilt, and obnoxiousnessto punishment ; that
we might be free from wrath, and deemed righteous in
God’s sight. His suffering in our room was the consum-
* mating act of redemption; and so all is attributed ter

v
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it, Heb. ii. 9, 10. even to his blood, though other doings
and sufferings concur, 2 Cor. viii. 9.  We are right-.
.cous by him as we are guilty by Adem, Rom. v. 12.
~ 2.'God accepted this price as a satisfaction, to his jus-
tice, which he shewed in raising Christ from the dead,
and so acquitting him for all our sins : /e was justified
~in the Spirit, 1 Tim. iii. 16 ; for us, Rom. iv. 25 ; raised
Jor our justification, sce Rom. viii. 33, 34. It is God
that justifieth: who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen from the
dead.” And, Heb. x. 14, “ by ore offering he hath
perfected forever them that are sanctified.” Eph.v. 2.
¢ 'This sacrifice was a sweet smelling savour unto God.”
If Christ had sunk under the weight of our sins, and
had not been raised, the payment had not been finished,
and so the debt not discharged, John xvi. 10. ¢ Of
righteousness, because I g to my father.” :
3. "T'his redemption is in Christ, as to the benefit of
-it ; so that it cannot be had, except we be in Christ, and
have Christ : so the text expresseth-and sheweth thathe
is the propitiation ; and, as such, he is our rightecusness,
1 Cor. i. 30." 'We have redemption and righteousness -
in him, Eph. ii. 7. 2 Cor. v. 21 ; and therein our free-
dom from_condemnation, Rom. viii. 1. Christ died,
that his seed might be justified, Isa. liii. 10, 11 ; those
that are in him by spiritual regeneration, 1 Cor. iv. 15,
Osscrv. VE “The formal cause of justification, or
that wherein it consists, is, the remission of sins; 1. €. not
only the guilt and punishment is removed, but the fault;
because it is a pardon grounded on justice; which clear-
eth the fault also. By him we are ’jnstiﬁed from all
things that the law chargeth us with,” Acts xiii. 59,
In men, subject to a law, there is no middle condition
between rot imputing sin, and imputing righteousness :
and so these terms are used as equivalent, Acts xiii. 38,
39. “Through this man is preached the forgiveress of
< sins; and by%ﬁm,all that believe are justified,” &e.
. Bom. iv. 6—38. 2 Cor. v. 19, 21. Rom. v.17. 'This is
through the blgodshed of Christ, Eph.i.7. Mat. xxvi. 2§..
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Osserv. VIL. “ God justifieth a sinner through fuitk
in Christ’s blood.” Faith is the instrumental cause of’
receiving this benefit, faith in the blood of Christ. .
1. This faith is believing on Christ, that we may be
justified by him ; Gal ii. 16. “ Knowing that a man’
1s not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith
of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ
that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and
not by the works of the law.” We believe in Christ.
for justification, out of 4 sense of our inability to ob-
tain justification by works. o '

2. 'This faith doth not justify us, as an act of right-
eousness, earning and procuring our justification by the
work of i, as under the law ; diamétrically opposite to
grace and free gift, which excludes al/ consideration of
any works of ours, to be our righteousness, under any’
diminitive terms whatever, whecther you call it legal or
evangelical, though you reckon it to be no more than the.
payment of a pepper-corn, Rom. xi. 6. Faith in this case
15 accounted a not-wérking, Rom. iv. 5. “And it is not
Jfaith that stands instcad of the righteousness of the law,
but the righteousness of Christ, W%‘li(‘,h satisfieth for what
we ought to have done or suffered, as hath been shewcd.
© 3. God justifieth by faith, as the instrument whereby
we receive Christ and his righteousness, by which we
are justified properly ; ant we are justified by faith only

- metonymically, by reason of the righteousness rgccived
by it: and to be justified by fuith and by Christ, is all
one, Gal. iii. 8. Rom, v. 19. By faith we receive 7¢-.
mission of sins, Acts xxvi. 18. x. 43. Its effect is, the
reception of justification, not the working it, as a man,
may be said to be maintained by his hands, or nourish-
ed by his mouth, when those'do but receive that which
nourisheth, his food and drink. 'Theé cup is put from
the Ziguor in the cup, 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27. 8ee Rom. i.
17. 3iL. 22. Christ'is in us by faith, Eph. ili. 17 ; re-
<¢cived, “ate; drunky; John i. 12. vi. 5154,

4. 'This faith is to be understocd exclusively, to all

. our works for justification. We defend, against the pa-
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pists, _tliwtz:ﬁcation by faith only ; and there is nothing
more fully expressed in scripture-phrase, Rom. iii. 28.
Gal.'ii. 16. Phil, iii. 8, 9. Rom. iv. 16.

5. We must understand faith in a_fi// sense of réceiv-
ing remission of the jfawlt, as well as of the punishment.
‘We believe God accounts not the fault to us of the least
sin. And where faith is said to be accounted for right-
eousness, it is because of the objert it receives, Rom. iv.
5—8. 2 Cor.v. 19,21. 'We believe Christ’s righteous-
ness is imputed to us as our sins are to him; or else
we receive not remission of sins by believing, which is
contrary t6 charging us with sin and condemnation
which charging signifies i‘m{wtr’ng sin, Rom. viii. 33,34.
TTogether with the.removal of the charge of sin, we
receive the gift of righteousness, Rom.v.17. And this

- we have'in the reception of Christ’s redemption and

bloodshed, Eph.i. 7. Mat, xxvi. 28.
‘Oszrv. VIII. «“That God, in setting forth Christ

© 'to bé a propitiation through faith in his blood, aimed

to déclare his righteousness, now under the gospel, for
the remission of sins that are past as well as present ;”
of those sins that were past, and committed under the
0ld Testament, which was God’s time of forbearing in

- pardining, long before his justice was actually satisfied
- by Christ’s atonemient, Heb. xiii. 8. Rev. xii1. 8. Mat.

-

’

x’giii’. 26, “'The ground of these pardons is now reveal-

e by Christ’s comiing, Isa.li. 5,9. I¥i. 1. Dan. ix. 24.
£Tim. 1. 9,10; that those pardons may be no blemish
o the justice of God now satisfied, Ex. xxxiv. 7. Psd.
1xxxi. 10. = A o
:<1. By thig righteousness is meant that righteousness
of;, God mentioned in‘the proposition, Rom. iii. 21, 22.
of ‘which the’ text is But 2 confirmation, Viz. the right-
eousiess’of God; not his essential ‘righteousness; that
wrhich is ‘ah -essential property ‘of ‘God, but even that
rightcousness, . which is upon all them that do belicve ;

-®hrist’s righteousness, which is the end of the law,Rom. -
lﬁi,so‘

-1’1!" R

1

; 4 audl thercforg called God’s righteauisness) that
cl'}hs& _?fgﬂgl}t{ﬂfqr’ns, which is given to'us; and -
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we receive by faith; that whereby Christ answered the
law for us; by which, as the price, he redeemed us;
which is called God’s righteousness, because it is of -
God’s working, and it enly hath God’s acceptance and
approbation ; as Christ is called the Lamb of God, be-
cause God provided him and accepts him as an offering,
John i. 29. Upon the like account, Christ’s kingdom is
called the kingdom of God, because God’s own hand set
it up and maintained it, and rules it,.Eph. v. 5. Christ
who became obedient to death, to werk this righteous-
ness, was God as well as man, Phil. 1i. 6,8. And this
js’that righteousness which the apostle opposeth to his
own, that which is in Christ; which he had through
faith. And this is the rightecusness of God here, and
in other ;)l'a'ces ; “the righteousness which is of ‘God
by faith,” Phil. iii. 9. , .

2. God aimed at dec/aring, in the gospel times, his
righteousness in forgiving sins past, in the time of
God’s forbearance under the Qld 'Testament, Rom. iif.
25 ; and also In justifying those that believe in Christ *
at present ; for it was by the righteousness of the same
Christ, that sins were pardoned under the Old Testa-
ment, as well as now, Heb. xiii. 8. Christ was the
% Lamb slain from the foundatien of the world,” Rev.
xiii. 8 ; only the righteousness was net actually fulfilled
and revealed then, but it was shadowed out then, by
the sacrifices, ransoms, redemptions, &c. Heb. x. 1, 2,
9, 10. So this'was a time of God’s forbearance :- be-
cause he pardoned sins, as if it were, without present
payment and satisfaction.- He had patience, and did:
not exact the debt, until Christ paid all, Mat. xviii. 2G..
But then God promised, that he would reveal his right-
eousness in due time, Isa. lvi. 1. and i. 5,-6. Psa. xcviil,
2. Dan.7ix. 24. And this he hath done by, the appear--
ance of Christ, 2 Tim. i. 10, ~ L S

Osserv. IX. ¢ The end of this manifestation is, that
God may appear just, in forgiving sins past.as well as

resent, and the jus/ifier of him that believeth inJesus:”
El'ere the essential property of God is exaleed, and ap-

.



QOBENED AND: APPLIBD, - sat
pears glerious in justifying by the forementioned right-
eousness of: Gad. - C :

- 1. As-Ged justifieth freely by grace, he would-ap-
pear hereby just in justitying sinners; for, it would be
a blemish to God’s justice; te forgive without a satis-
faction, and -righteousness performed’; and therefore,
though he be gracious and merciful, yet he will not clear
the guilty, Ex. xxxiv. 7. Gem xviii. 25. Ex. xxiii 7.
And so’ thé saints of ‘God- coneluded, “that God had a
rightbousness and redemption; whereby he forgave sin,
Lhough it was not then reveated, Psa. L. 14. cxxx. 7, 8.
and cxlil. 1, 2.© Ged woulth have justice and mercy.to
meet in our salvation, Psa. Ixxxv. 10,

2" God would have-it appear, that he only is just,
and therefore saveth us, not by our’own righteousness,
bat by his: which is indeed the more exalted by our
unrighteousness oceasionally, though God is net there-
fore unrighteons in taking vengeunce, Rom. iii. 4, 5.
Dan; ix. 70" - 3 7

- 3. God would appear to be the only procurer and
worker of our righteousness, and so our justifier by way
of procurement, as well as by way of judgment; and
s6 he will justify us by a righteousness of Ais own, and
net by our own, Isa. liv. 17. xlv, 22, 24, 25. that we
may; glory in the Lord only, t Cor. 1. 80, 51.

Use L. Ttserves for instruction, by way of eancou-
ragement and consolation ; that the great happiness of
those that are in Christ, is that their sins are &rgivén,
and they accounted just in the sight of the judge of the
world, through the redemption that is by the blood of.
Christ ; and this benefit contains all blessedness of life,
and the conssequences thereof, Rom. iv.6. That * man
unto whom God imputethrighteousness without works,”
hath a blessedness therein, and siach an extensive bles-
sedness, 'in regard to the spiritual part, as Abraham

‘had, comprehending aH spiritual blessings in Christ ¢

for-*“they which-be of faith, are blessed with faithful

Abraham,” Gal. iii. 9. Por this righteousness, being -

the fundamentat blessing, i-s;wealed | from faith to faith;
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“and they that are by faith just, and justified through
- that righteousness, dolive by faith, always receiving 1,
and receiving nourishment and comfort by it, Rom.i.15.
1.'They are delivered from the charge of sin and. fault
before God ; Rom, viii. 33, 34, Tisyxarcee:: ¢ Wh
shall lay any thing to their charge, or suffered to bring
in, at God’s tribunal, any indictmeént, charge, or accu- .
sation against them? Itis God that justifieth them :
and Christ hath died ‘and rose again. They are re-
deemed from among men, being the first fryéts to God
and the Lamb. In their mouth there is no guile ; and
they are without fault [ epepe:] betfore the throne,” Rev.
xiv. 4, 5. See also Col. i. 22. " L _
- 2. They are delivered from all condemnation in sen-
tence and execution; the curse and wrath of God, Gal.
iii. 13. “ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us.” ‘1 Thes.i.10. “ Jesus,
who delivered us from the wrath to come.” Psa.lxxxv.’
3. “Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turne
cd thyself from the ficrceness of thine anger.” See ver. ¢
5,6. The wrath of God is.an insypportable burden, and
the foundation of all miseries; which foundation is raz-
ed, and a foundation of all blessedness laid, whereby we
“have peace with God, and are fully reconciled of s
Rom. v. 1,2. 2Cor. v. 18,19. Col. i. 21,22. “ Youthat
were sometimes alienated, and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the body. of
his ﬂesh,throug}; death,to present Jou holyand unblama-
ble, and unreprovable in his sight.”” . Now, wherg there is
no blame befgre God ; there can be no wrath from God.
3. They have no need to seek salvation by the weris
of the law ; and so are delivered from a yoke that cannot
be borne ;. from endless observances that pharisees and
papist’s have heaped up; from continnal frights, doubts,
fears and terrors by the law, Acts xv, 10. Rom. viil, 143
from. a wrath-working law, Rom. iv. 15; from a sin-
irritating law, Rom. vi. 5; from a killingaw, a ‘““min-
jstration of death and condemanation,” 2 Con iii..6, 7, 9
¢ Mouut Sinai, which gendereth ta bondage,” Gal.iv.34
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" 4. Hence they are delivered from a condemning con-
science; which otherwise would still gnaw them as a
worm: Heb. ix. 14. “Ifthe blood of bulls and of goats,
and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanc-
tifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit,
offered himself without spot to God, purge éour con-
science from dead works to serve the living God ?” A~
‘guilty conscience is a foul conscience ; and it will make
all services and duties dead works, unfit for the service
of the living God : it is the blood of Christ applied by
faith, that takes off the foulness of guilt from the con-
science ; therefore the blood of Christ hath the only ef-
ficacy this way to take off the conscience of sin, Heb.

x. 1, &c.) Hence they come to have a good conscience,
1 Pet. iii. 2; void of offence towards God, Acts xxiv. 16.
- 5. Rt is an everlasting righteqtisness ; by which their
" standing in Christ is secured, Dan.ix. 24. Itis an efer-
‘nal redemption that is obtained; Heb. ix. 12. 'Wherens, '
by the law, those that were justified to-day typicaily
might fall under condemnation ; so far as to need an-
other sacrifice for sin to-morrow : they-had no real pur-
gation of conscience from sin by thege sacrifices ; and
therefore could not have a lasting delivery of their con-
sciences of their guilt by them. Here itis far otherwise;
here is an effectual, complete and perpetual redempton,
reaching the conscience of the sinner,and forthe purgirg
away otg all sins, past, present and to come, 1 John 1. 7.

* 6.’ Tt is a righteousness of infinite vahte ; bécause it is
‘the righteousness of one that is God; and his name is
JeEnovan ouvr RiGHTEOUSKESS, Jer. xxiii. 6. Heb. ix.
14. Tt is therefore more powerful to save than Adam’s
#in was to destroy or condemn, Rom. v. Christis here
the power of God, 1 Cor. i. 24, Hence we are powerful, .
ahd conquer by faith. Likewise, there is a marvellous
plenty of mercy and grace, thatis brought to us by ;}'ev
hovah our righteousness ; and plenteous redemption,Pss.
cxxx. ¥. It must be most plentiful, because infinite.
‘Fhough ne creature could satisfy for sin, yet Jehovah

’

-
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could do itabundantly : and therefore in Christ, Gpd’
mercy prevails high above our sins, Psa. ciii. 11,12,
7. God's grace and justice are beth engaged on our be-
half in this righteousness. .Justice is terrible, and seems
to be against incrcy, and dreadful to natural people : but
it is otherwise to believers ; it is pacified and appeased
through this righteousness; it is satisfied by Christ for-
our smns. Justice becomes our fziend, joins in with
grace : and instead of pleading against us, it is alto.
gether for us; and it speaks contrary te what it speaks
to sinners out of Christ, Josh. xxiv. .19, 20. We may
also plead justice for forgivencss, through mcrcy in
Christ, Rom. iii. 29. } .
8. We may be surc of Aoliness and glory ; dclivery
from the powerand dominion of sin,as well as the charge
of itbefore God, and guilt in our censciences : for this
was the end of Christ’s death, 'Tit. ii. 4. Rom, vi. 6, 14.
viii.3,4,30. “ Whom he justified,them he also glarified.?
'The law was the streng ™ of sin; for sin had its tidle to
rule in-us by reason of the curse : and thence Satan alsp -
rules ; but here is gur deliverance from sin and Satan ;
yea, from death too, JHcb.ii.14,15. Hos.xiii.14. .And,
by the same reason we are raised by the excellent right-
eousness to a better state than we had in Adam at first 3
for. Christ died, that we might receive the adeption of
sans, and the Spirit ; that we might be brought under
a new covenant, and be set in the right way of hcli
‘ness, serving out of love, Gal iii. 14. 1.John jv, 19.
Gﬂl- ch 59 Heb. ix. 15. mm-~v. 11. Lukl:i. 74% CO].
ii. 13, - . - - S
9. We may be surg, hence, of a concurrence of e/}
things for our goed. All things shall work for good,
through grace,. to bring us to glory; because God is
for us, who is the creator and governor of all things,
Rom. viii,, 28, 31,33. -God “ will never be wreth
with us, nor rebuke us in anger any more,” Isa. liv.
9, Rom. v. 2, 5. L e
- 10. lence we may come before God without confu-
sion of fuce, yea, with bpldngss to the throne of grace

A}
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in Christ’s' name, John xiv. 13, 24; and expect all

good things from him; Eph. iii. 12. * In whom we.

have boldness and access with confidence by the faith

- of him.” Heb. x. 22,23. * Let us draw near with the
full assurance of faith.” Christ’s blood pleads for us
in heaven; Heb. xii. 24; and we may and are to plead
boldly a satisfactien on his account.

"11. 'We live in those times when this righteousness
is full? revealed, and sin made an end of, Rom. iii. 21,
22, 'This is our happiness above all those that lived
before Christ’s coming, who were under typesand sha-
dows of this righteousness : when’as we have the sub-
stance in its own light : and so we are not under the
Iaw, which they were under as a school-master. We
are not servants, but sons, called to liberty, Gal. iii.
23,26. iv. 7. v. 13. The preaching the old covenant,
as a church ordinance to be urged, is now ceased ; the
law is not to be preached now in the same terms as
Moses preached it for justification, Rom. x. 5—8. 2
Cor. iii. 6, 7. Gal. iii. 13, 24; it is contrary in terms
of faith, though it were subservient. -

Use L. For examination, whether we be in Christ;
and have received this justification by faith with all
our hearts, ‘

1. Consider, whether you be made really sensible of

" sin, and your condemnation by thre law. 'This is ne-
cessary to make us fly to Christ; and for this as one
eat end, was the law given, Gal. 1ii. 22-—24, Mat."
1x. 13, Acts it. 37. Without sense of sin, there will
be no prizing of Christ, or desire of holiness; but
‘rather abuse of grace to carnal security and licentious-- .
ness. 'Those that were stung with the fiery serpents,.
looked up to the brazen serpent. ' s

2. Dost thou trust only upon free mercy for justi-
fication in God’s sight, renouncing all thy works whai-
.ever in this point, as not able to stand in them before
God’s exact justice, crying mercy with the poor pub-

’licgn ? Perfectionists, 'and self-righteous persons, have
‘Bo share in this matter, ;nuke xviiL, 13, 14, Panl,
- . N . A 2 4
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notwithstanding all that the world might think hehad
to plead for himself, ¢ counted all things but dung, that
he might win Christ, and be found in him, not hav-
ing his own righteousness which is of the ldw, but. that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteoushess
which is of God by faith,” i. e. the redeeming and
propitiation-righteousncss of Christ; whereby he de-
sired only to be justified, and which h¢ believed in for.
that end, opposing it to any thing inherent in himself ;
which therefore he calls his own rightesusness, Phil. fii.
6, 8, 9. l{om. iv- 5. - B
3. Dost thou trust with any confidence in Christ, not
continuing in a mere suspense? In a way of mere
doubting, we can receive no good thing from God,
James i. 6, 7. Mere doubting will rtot 1oose the con-
science from the guilt of sin, Heb. x. 22 ; but leaveth
the soul under terrors. Abraham’s confidence is the
example and pattern of our justifying faith, that we
wo,ulcf endeavour to come up urnto, believing with a
- fulness of persuasion, in kope against M{zf, m. iv.
20, 24. Though a belitving soul may be” assaulted
with many doubtings ; yct it fights against them, and
doth not give up itself to the dominion of them, Psa.
*xhi. 11, Mark ix. 24. It hath always something con-
trary to them, and striving with them. SR
4, Dost thou come to Christ for remission of sins, for
the right end, namely, that thou mayest bg}{}eed  froms
the dominion of sin before the living God, Heb. ix. t4.
Psa. cxxx. Tit. ii. 140 1 Pet. ii. 44, ¥ otherwise,
thou dast aot receive it for the right end " and-desirest
not really the favour and enjoyment of ‘God, and'to bk
“infriendship with him. : - Lo
5. Dost thou walt in holiness, and strive to evidente
~ this justification by the fruits of faith, in )?00(1 works 2
: ¥f otherwise, thy faith is'buta dead fsitK; for a wrue
* faith purifieth the keart, Acts xv. 9. If Christ be
thine, he will be sanctification as ‘well as righteousness,
-1 Cor. i. 80. Rom. vii. 1, 9. John xiii. 8. If Géd
~.e thee into his favour, he will doubtless ¢leanve



" ‘OPENED AND APPLIED. oY

thee. Though faith alone justifies, without the con-
currence of works to the act of justification ; yet that
faith is not so alone, a3 not to be accompanicd with
good works : as the eye alone seeth, vetitis notalong,
without other members. So the apostle James declar-
eth, faith that is -alone, to be dead, and biddéth us
shew our faith by our works; which is te be under»

" 8tood, not as if works were the conditions of attaining

Jjustification, but sure evidences of justification attain-
ed by faith; and very mccessary, Jam. ii. 14, 15—
The gospel is no covenant of works, réquiring another

:tighteousness for justification by dotng for life. Works

justify us from such accusations of men as will deny
us to have justification by faith, or that we havea érue
and lively faith; or are goed trees, Mat. xii. 33, 373
frot as being -dur rightcousnéss themselves, or condi-
tions of our having Christ’s righteousness, ot qualify-
mgusfort. - - - oo
© Use-HE Tt serveth for exhortation to several duties.
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which, like a flood, sweeps away all that are found out
of this ark, the Lord Jesus Christ, Psa. xi. 5, 6. (2)
Your condemnation will be aggravated by refusing so
great salvation, leb. ii. 3. You will have 22 cloak for
your sins, when you refusemercy, John xv. 22.  You
cannot say, you are undone, by your past sins, beyond
recovery, and therefore it is in vain to strive ;. for be-
hold, remission of sins is proclaimed unto you, Ezek.
xxxiii. 10, 11. And what a horrid sin is it to despise
the blood of the 8on of God ? John iii. 18, 36. o
Osject. L. “If God justifieth the ungodly,” Rom.
iv. 5. “ what need I forsake ungodliness at all >’ Rom.
vi' 1' - . .‘ . -
Axs. Thou .canst not seek justification fruly, except
thou hast a mind to live to God in friendship with him ;
for justification is God’s way of taking us into friend-
ship with him, Rom. v. 1, 2; and of recenciling us,
2 Cor.v. 19. The use thou art to make of it is t0 seek-
God’s friendship by it and the enjoyment of him. Why
doth a man seek a pardon, if he intend to go on in re- -
bellion and stand out in defiance to his prince? 1 Pet.’
ii. 24. They seek pardon in a mocking way, thatin.
‘tend not to return to obedience, Gal. vi. 7, 8. :
Osject. 1. My sins areso great, that I have no en-
. Couragement to hope. T
_ Axs. Christ’s righteousness is for all sorts of sinners .
that believe, whether Jews or Gentiles ; and how great'
-sinners were of both sorts ? Rom. i. ii. iii ; and even for
these that killed and murdered thé Lord of glory, Acts
1j. 23, 36. 1 Cot. ii.. § : for the chiefof sinners, 1 Tim,
7. 15. Acts xvi. “ Where sin abounds, grace super-
abounds,” . Rom. v. 20. Your sins are but the sins of
a creature, but his righteousness is the righteousness of
God, John vi. 37. Rom. x. 3, 11,13, '
Exwort. II. It exhorts those that have a mind to
turn to God, to turn the right way, by faith in Christ
for justification.  Let them not seek by works, as most
in the world do, Rom. ix. 31, 32. ~ﬁ:lt this dectrine
seems very foolish, yea, pernicious to a nagural man.

~



. OPENED AND APPLIED. = s09

“ Become a fol, that thou miayest. be wise,” 1 Cor.
.. 185 . othermse you will labour:in the fire, wnd
weary. yoursclves. for very vahity, and Ue under con-
tinual discomforts and discouragemdents ; for, you can
do no good work while you are-in the ﬂLs‘) under
the law, and its curse, before God receive *you into
favour; for justification is, in order of nature, before
true holiness of heart and life, 1 'T'im. i.-5. Heb. ix.
14. Faith is the great work, and mother duty, Jobn
vi. 29. Gal. vy.6. Isa. lv. 2, &c. and therefore while
yon believe not, you dishonor Christ and his death,
Gal. ii. 21, v. 2-—4. 'Therefore come beldly, though
you have been a great sinner; Acts x. 43; and seek
nghteousness in .Christ Jesus with holiness, - Rom.

vin., 1. ' .
" ‘Quest. But how shall T get faith ? S

A. Faith is the giit of God, Eph. ii. 8; and by the
gospel, Rom. ii. 15—17 Faith wn,et/z by hearing the
gosp~ preached, Rom. x. 17; and that. comes in work-
ing faith, not.in word only, but in power, ‘1 Thes. i.
3. bey ond what can be done by natural and human at-
tainment, John vi. 63. 'Therefore, if thou hast no
befrmnmg of“it- in thee, thy orly way is to attend to
the gospel, and to meditate on thy sin and misery, and
. Christ’s excellency, that so thou m'u'est be inclined:
thy heart to believe; Song i. 3. Gals ii. 16. Psa..ix.
10 ; for this is ‘the way God useth to beget faith, Tsa.
lv. 3. But, if thou hast a desire’ and mclination 3
fly from thyself to Christ, in the bent of thy heart,
80 that thou preferrest Christ above all, then the Spirit
hath begun and will carry on the work : so that now
thou mayst pray conﬁdently, for faith, Song. i & 4. Luke
xi. 13, Mark ix. 24.. .
" Osject. I “But without hohness no mari shall
gee the Lord,” Heb. xii. 14. . And, how shall I get
holiness ? 1 éannot sanct{/‘y myself ; and this confidence
you speak of may slacken my diligence.

Answ. If thou hast righteousness in Ghnst, God
will make thee holy.: and this confidence-is the onlv
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way to get holiness, becwuse of that tighteousness,
Rom. v. 21. 'the new covenant is cotifirmed in. him,
which promiseth a new heart. If sin be forgiven, thou
shalt be delivered from its power and quickened by the
same death and resurrection of Christ, whereby thou
art justfied, Col.ii. 12,13, e

ExuorT. I11. It exhorteth them that are justified
by Yaith, 1st, To walk humbly, as bemg nothing of
‘themselves ;3 to acknowledge themselves enemies to
- God by nature, and acknowledge their sins in the great-
ness and heinousness of them; that-they” are saved
freely by the righteousness of another, net by their
own; yea, that they are so far fallen, that the jus-
tice of God would have been against them, if it had
not been satisfied, Psa. Ixxi. 16. Rom. ii. 37; but
now they see that Christ hath satisfied, and his right-
eousness is above their sins, Ezek, xxxvi. 31. "

‘2. 'To praise and glrify God, through Christ, for
his grace. Oh! what abundant grace and lcee ap-
pears in God’s washing aud cleansing us by his Son’s
blood! Rew. 1. 5: Gal. 1. 20; and in making his' Son’
sin’ and a curse for us! Rom. v: 5, 8. t John iv. 9,
10. dii. 16, 2 €or. viii. 95 and what a glorious and
.excellent righteausness hath God given'us in Christ!
Jsa. I, 10, : e et )
. 8. "Fo wvalk comfortably, upon the atcount’ of this
rightéousness, Isa. xl. 1, 2. - 'Friumph over sin and
afffiction, Rom. viii. 33, 39, Be confident in expect-
ing great things from God, Hcb. x. 22; for, though
you may ‘be unworthy, and grace will shew you your

own ‘unwerthinéss, yet you stand upon the righteous- . -

ness of Christ. ' Glory in’ the hope of -God’s glory 5
for, if Christ died to reconcile you, when you were
‘enémies, muach more will-he savéiyou by his 1ife; now
'you are reconciled, Rom. v. 3, 10. - Ask Boldly for
what you wantj for God is in Christ’s manhood as -
~ the mercy-seat. Whenever sin stings; and objections
$rouble you, look.-to the brazen serpent; comfess sin, .
and trust for pardan ; meditate op Christ’s righteous-
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ness, and abundance of grace in him, Rom. viii. 32.—~
If yeu find never so much ungodliness, no good quali-
ficatiens ;3 yet Christ is at hand for your comfort, Isa.
L 10. 2 Thes. ii. 16, 17. In all your sins apply your- -
selves to this fountain, Zech. xiit.'1. 1 John 1..7.. If
sin lie on the conscience, it weakens peace-and spir-
itual strength. Lie not ander guilt with a slavish fear ;
you:have: a righteousness  to deliver you from it ; ap»
ply ity faith, that you may have no mere conscience
oty sin’ a8 condemning, Heb. x. 2. Psa, xxxii. You .

‘have a better righteousness than any: perfectionists can

hal/e. o C . N

4. To. hald fast this way of justification,.notwith-
standing all the noise 'that is made in the world against -
it; for the devil will strive to scare you out of it, or
steal it from you; as he did from the Jews, from the-
Galatians, the Papists, and many Protestants, Gal: i.
6. And the apostles reckons it is by a spiritual be- -
witchery. He will strive to get you to trust upom

‘works, and tell you, itis for the promoting of holi-

ness ; and to tryst on works to get Christ; and to lay
works lowest in the foundations If you lose this

‘righteousness of Christ, under any coleur or pretence

whatever, you lose all, Gal. v. 2, 3. Do not so dis-
honor Christ, as to think of procuring that by works
which you have so fully in Christ. Think not that
the gospel requires another justification to gain this ;
for, the gospel is no le{ga.l covenant, but a declaration
of the righteousness of faith ; and we being justified,
are heirs by adoption and promise, Gal. iii. 24264
iv. 7. ‘I'his is the doctrine which glorifieth God, and-
abaseth the creature; which is a great mark of truth.
Beware therefore, of carnal reason; which will go
quite contrary, and make Christ’s righteousness a stum-
bling-stone to thee, 2 Pet. ii, 8. Rom. ix. 32, 34.

5. To walk as one that enjoys the favor of God in
Christ. Let him have the honor of it. Walk there«
fore in holiness, knowing by what price you are re-’
deemed, 1Pet. is 17, 18, 2Cor. v. 14, 15..8 Pet. i. 5;

-
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11..1 Cor. vi. 20, Love God that hath loved you-
firsty. t Jobp v, 19. Psa. exxvi.. 16.. : Beliove tiat &od!
will ¢pahle you;. for the practice of hioliiess, Rom. vi.
14  Pardculacly, walk.in love to the saints ; ‘exerciso.
forgiveaness.to y:tur eosimicsy ‘Scase of your own-sins,
and God's forgiving. jrou; wilk cause: you to pity. and
fargive othets ; else you cannmt pray.ar wust for- for-
gn’encsa of vaur own sms upen reasongble grounds,.
Iiph. iv. 33,.82. Mat. vi. 14; 15. xviii. 21.. -Desire.
grace may be exlted upon othiers ; and wait patiemtly
far. the full declaration. df justification ‘at. the .great
day, Gal. v 5. Acts iii. 19; for here, your justifica--
tian s known. only by falth, bait in outward. things
you are dendewith as” a sinner; then your righteous-
ness shall appear opmly,- and vou shall be dealt with
according ta it

.*THE[EI;’.B.

oL
H .



